
 
 

James:  The Naysayer 

 
Matthew 13:55: “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon 
and Judas?   

  
Hebrews 4:15: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has 
been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  

  
Luke 2:41-49: Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, 

they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on 
for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back 

to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his 

parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I 
have been anxiously searching for you.” 49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house?”  

  
John 5:18: For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling 
God his own Father, making himself equal with God.  

  
Mark 3:21: When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”  

  
Mark 6:4: Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his relatives and in his own 
home.”    

  
John 7:2-5: When the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, 

so that your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since 
you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him.  
  

Acts 1:14: They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers.  
  

Galatians 1:19: I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother.   
  

Acts 12:17: Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. 
“Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for another place.  
  

1 Corinthians 15:3-7: For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to 

Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same 
time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles….  What would it take to believe your brother was God?  Resurrection!   

  
Acts 15:13-14,19: When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 14 Simon has described to us how 
God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not 

make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.   
  

Philippians 3:13-14: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  
 

 
All scriptures referenced are from the New International Version (NIV) translation of the Bible unless otherwise 

indicated. 


