
 
 

Compassion 
 

 
Compassion can be seen in two different ways: serving in the community and serving in our 
church.  

  
Mark 6:31-44 (NIV): 31 “Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not 
even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get 
some rest.”32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw 
them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 

them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd. So, he began teaching them many things.35 By this time it 
was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “and it’s 
already very late. 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding countryside and 

villages and buy themselves something to eat.”37 But he answered, “You give them something to 
eat.” They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend 
that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 38“How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go 
and see.” When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 39 Then Jesus directed them to 
have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of 

hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people. He 
also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples 
picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had 
eaten was five thousand.”   

  
Feeding of five thousand, recorded in all four gospels:  
Matthew 14:13-21  
Mark 6:31-44  

Luke 9:12-17  
John 6:1-14  
  
The importance of showing compassion for the people around you was always part of Jesus 
ministry.  

  
James 2:15-16 (NIV): 15” Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 
of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it?”   
  

Isaiah 6:8: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’”   
  
“Life's most persistent and urgent question is: 'What are you doing for others?” – Martin Luther 
King Jr.  

  
MLK Service Day at Washington-Liberty in Arlington  
https://volunteer.leadercenter.org/mlk-day-service  
 
 
 
All scriptures referenced are from the New International Version (NIV) translation of the Bible unless otherwise indicated. 

https://volunteer.leadercenter.org/mlk-day-service

